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PATENT 

THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

5 Applicant: Yu-Chih Cheng 

Filing Date: 05/04/2001 Art Unit: 

Serial No.: 09/848,374 Docket No.: 

Title: POINTING DEVICE WITH AN INPUT PANEL 

10 

To: Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Subject: Information disclosure statement under 
15 37C.F.R.§1.56. 

Dear Sir /Madam: 

20 This is an Information Disclosure Statement in accordance 

with the duty to disclose information material to patentability 
under 37 C.F.R. §1.56. The applicant wishes to make of record 
the document listed on the accompanying form PTO/SB/08. It 
is respectfully requested that the examiner initials the cited 

25 reference on the form and that it be made of record in the 
application and that a copy of the initialed form be sent to 
the applicant with the next communication from the examiner. 

Since the IDS is filed before the mailing date of a first 
30 Office action on the merits, consideration of the information 
disclosure statement is hereby requested according to 
37C.F.R.§1 . 97 (b) . The prior art patent contained in the 
information disclosure statement was cited in communications 
from the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office on September 19, 
35 2002. The applicant sincerely hopes that the examiner can 
consider the item contained in the information disclosure 
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statement . 

According to the requirement set forth in 37 C.F.R.§1.98 
andM.P.E.P. 609 (Rev. 1, Feb. 2000) , the applicant is submitting 
5 a copy of the cited reference (Taiwan Patent publication No. 
142 , 760) and a concise explanation of the relevance in this 
application hereinafter . 

TP publication No. 142,760 teaches a mouse 1. The mouse 1 
10 is used to input data, draw pictures, and control the position 
of a cursor. Fig. 2 is a component diagram of the mouse 1. The 
mouse 1 comprises an upper enclosure 13, a bottom enclosure 12 
with a latch, an input panel 3, accumulative layers of thin pieces 
21, a supporting aluminum board 22, a supporting pillar 23, a 
15 circuit board 24 for processing signals , a set of function buttons 
5, and a cable 11. The circuit board 24 is fixed on the bottom 
of the bottom enclosure 12 while the set of buttons 5 is fixed 
on the circuit board 24. The accumulative layers of thin pieces 
21 are soft so under them is the supporting aluminum board 22 
20 adhered to the supporting pillar 23 and above them is the upper 
enclosure 13 with the input panel 3. The accumulative layers 
of thin pieces 21 include an output end connected with the circuit 
board 24. 

25 TW publication No. 142,760 teaches that the input panel 

3 can be used as a pointing device or as a graphic input device, 
but not both at the same time. When it is used as a pointing 
device, positions been depressed will be transformed into 
pointing signals to control movements of the cursor 101. When 

30 the input panel 3 is used as a graphic input device, movements 
on the input panel 3 will be transformed into an image and 
the image will be displayed on the monitor connected to the 
computer 100. 

35 According to lines 3-4 of section 2 on page 10 and claim 

7, the mouse can be switched between a "pointing device" mode 
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and an "image generation" mode by clicking on a lock key. 

Compared with TW publication No. 142,760, the pointing 
device in claim 1 of the present invention has a 
5 displacement signal generator for generating 
displacement signals, and a separate input panel for 
inputting image data . However, the mouse 1 in TW publication 
No. 142,760 only has a displacement signal generator or an 
image data generator . It doesn ' t have both a displacement signal 
10 generator and an image data generator. When the input panel 
3 behaves as a displacement signal, the mouse 1 doesn't have 
any component to generate images . When the input panel 3 behaves 
as an image generator, the mouse 1 doesn't have any component 
to generate pointing signals. 

15 

Therefore, TW publication No. 142,760 fails to teach or 
suggest all of the limitations disclosed in claim 1 of the 
present application. A quick correspondence of this 
communication is sincerely requested. 

20 

Sincerely yours, 

25 ^ //^^^^p Cds^f Date: 
Winston Hsu, Patent Agent No.41,526 

P.O. BOX 506 

Merrifield, VA 22116 

U.S.A. 

30 e-mail: winstonhsu@naipo.com. tw 
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